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Introduction

The Depot Vliegtuigafdeling (Depot Squadron -- DA/) of the Militaire Luchtvaart (Army
Aviation Corps — ML) of the Royal Netherlands Easties Army (KNIL) was the transport
squadron of the ML/KNIL, which at the outbreak bé&twar in the Pacific had nineteen large
twin-engine Lockheed L18 Lodestar transport aitcaafl a number of smaller aircraft for light
transport and communication purposes at its digpdba squadron was stationed at Andir near
the city of Bandung in western Java and after tmapietion of the mobilization of the

ML/KNIL on 12 December 1941 it consisted of sixtdemestar crews. Due to a sharp rise in
the need for air transport and the loss of one enean accident, two additional crews were
formed in January 1942. From the beginning of tledilization the L18s and their crews played
an extremely important role in moving ML/KNIL units their war destinations outside Java and
in supplying both ML and army units of the KNIL side Java. Together with aircraft of the
Koninklijke Nederlands-Indische LuchtvaartmaatsghjgfiRoyal Netherlands-Indies Airlines-
KNILM), Lodestars were also employed in January Batlruary 1942 in the evacuation of large
numbers of civilians (mainly women and childrernir locationsunder Japanese threat, such as
Tarakan, Balikpapan and Makassar.

There was also support for the military allies,lsas Great Britain. As it was, the Royal Air
Force (RAF) did not have any transport aircrafthie Far East and regularly called upon the ML
for help in case of necessary movements of urots fingapore to Sumatra or of freight and
military personnel to Java and from there to Suaduring the evacuation of Singapore the
D.VILA., on three consecutive nights, flew over ZRAF and Royal Australian Air Force

(RAAF) personnel in six Lockheed 18s to southerm&uwa which was still in safe hands. Little
is it known that the Lodestar crews of the D.Vladso flew many high-risk long-range flights to
Australia, and that as of 24 February 1942 theyewaintained an airlift between Java, which
had been surrounded by the Japanese by that thdé\wstralia together with Douglas DC-3

crews of the KNILM. This article attempts to givelescription of the flights carried out by the
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D.VILA. to Australia, as well as those carried bytthe KNILM in the context of the airlift
(which was planned and coordinated by the D.VI.A.).

The first flights to Australia

The first flight to Australia to be made during tlvar days was flown by the crew of Lt J. P. G.
F. Corsmit in the period between 1 and 5 Janua# 1@orsmit flew Major R. Roos of the ML
Command (the operational headquarters of the ML foonference to Melbourne via Sydney.
The flight had been thoroughly planned with thepradfithe KNILM, which ran a regular service
on Sydney. On the first day the crew flew from ArtdiBali (first night stopover), during the
second day via Timor to Darwin (second night st@wp\vthe third day to Cloncurry (third night
stopover) and the fourth day to Sydney (fourth hgibpover), to finally arrive at Melbourne on
5 January 1942. In the middle of January 1942 Cibréilght mechanic Sgt H. F. E. Loth and
aviation wireless operator Corporal J. Kieft rerdrio Andir. Moreover, in January 1942,
aviation wireless operators of the D.VI.A. actechatand-ins at the KNILM on a regular basis to
gain experience on international flights. Thusrgooal V. N. Jansen made a scheduled airline
flight to Australia in a Douglas DC-3 flown by capt G. van Messel. [1]

Photo 1: Part of the “Boot detachment” at Broomelbri-ebruary 1942 with Lodestar LT919 in background
Captain W.F. Boot in uniform with boots standingini® one of the other passengers (D. Stellemaatesd).
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On 14 and 15 February 1942 a total of four Lodedlaw a detachment of 43 men to

Archerfield (Brisbane) to take over new North Ancan B-25C Mitchell bombers for the ML.
This was the so-called Boot detachment, named iggt&@ommanding Officer Captain Willem F.
Boot. Unfortunately, Lt Corsmit was not availalil@yving been deployed with his crew in the
evacuation of Singapore at the time of the planoiniipe mission. That is the reason why ML
Command, in consultation with the KNILM, called unpo active duty Reserve Captain Van
Messel for the duration of the trip. Van Messel ledtifor Sydney on 2 February 1942 and at the
time of the planning of the flight had just retudrfieom this regular KNILM flight. The first two
aircraft left on 14 February and were flown by Rt Van Messel and Sub Lt Jan A. J.
Oonincx with 2Lt W. F. A. (Guus) Winckel a8%pilot and to assist with the navigatidrhere

was also was an American war correspondent on bdaelsecond pair of Lodestars departed a
day later and they were flown by Res Lt A. Reydrghe KNILM (also called up for temporary
active service and who had been given instructionthe Lodestar by Lt Joop Jansen as a
preparation on 13 February) and Lt Joop Jansenin®omade stopovers at Madioen and
Malang (where they made a night stopover) in otdgrick up a few more mechanics of the

Boot detachment. From Bali (where the other thré@sLmade their first night stopover) the
aircraft flew to Broome (where a second night st@pavas made) and from there to Cloncurry
(third night stopover) by way of Daly Waters. Resyand Jansen, incidentally, took two stranded
fighter pilots of the United States Army Air For@@SAAF) along from Bali to Australia. [2]

It was their intention to fly direct from Cloncurty Archerfield. The aircraft LT919 of

Oonincx, however, stranded in a meadow at Cinealléth a right engine that had had to be
switched off due to leakage of oil, upon which léfe engine had become overheated. Van
Messel, subsequently, flew to Roma via Longrealdsecto the place of the emergency landing,
in order to assess the situation. Oonincx neededhew engines, but seemed to be able to reach
Archerfield after emergency repairs. Van Messetiomed on his own and arrived safely at his
destination on 17 February 1942. Oonincx’ airceaftived three days later after having
undergone emergency repairs. A group of mechaiitedoot detachment, led by SM E. van
Aken together with flight mechanic Sgt J. A. Ripdsthe LT919, had worked for two days and

one night on the aircraft. They had been helped bymber of mechanics from an American



Depot at Archerfield, where Van Messel had askedhédp. The other passengers of Oonincx’

plane left for Brisbane by taxi on 17 February. [3]

On 18 February Reyers (flying aircraft LT914) amadsken (LT909) arrived at Archerfield. In the
morning of that day Van Messel was to have lefithar return flight, but he was still there. In the
night of 17 and 18 February an Australian civildouglas DC-3 collided with a row of parked
aircraft while taxiing, completely destroying thesélage of the LT922, Van Messel’s plane; the
result was a total loss, plus one Boeing B-17E bamolbthe USAAF sustaining heavy damage.

[4]
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Photo 2: Wreck of the LT922 at Archerfield late Redry 1942. ML and USAAF personnel are busy takifighe

engines to transfer these to aircraft LT919 (Alavét collection, via Gerard Casius and Gordon &k

On 19 February Reyers and Jansen left for thairmdtight, taking along Van Messel and his
aviation wireless operator Corporal J. van Doorpassengers. Winckel, who had come from
Roma to Archerfield with Van Messel, was now detgihs 2 pilot with Reyers. Van Messel
flew along with Jansen, acting a¥ pilot on the Cloncurry-Broome leg to assist witle t
navigation. At Broome the party ran into a largeugr of KNILM personnel (complete with
members of their families) in the afternoon of Zbfuary, on their way from Kemajoran (the
KNILM main operating base near the city of Batatie present-day Jakarta) to Sydney in five
DC-3s and three Lockheed 14s (a smaller versigheof18). The KNILM was going to set up a

base there for the shipment of urgent freight taiAmia Broome on orders of the military
4



authorities and with instructions from the Kantbachttransport (Air Transport Office) of ML
Command. In the mean time, the KNILM aviation wess operators had already been
militarized in January 1942. Due to the many nijghts by L18s of the D.VI.A. (reinforced on
a regular basis with a Douglas DC-2 or DC-3 ofKIMLM for military transport) the ML radio
station at Andir was given a permanent 24-hour pattan and the KNILM personnel had to

work in shifts. That militarization was now beingnsiderably expanded. [5]

At Broome Van Messel changed over on to the DC-3AK/, which was the only one of the
KNILM planes to fly back to Java on the evenin@06fFebruary to pick up (at Andir) additional
ground personnel of the KNILM and family membershad KNILM personnel to be stationed at
Sydney. Lt Jansen also left that evening and atrateAndir in the early morning of 21 February
1942 after a night stopover at Malang. Lt Reyei8914 had an engine malfunction and could
not leave Broome until the morning of 21 Februditye LT914 safely reached Andir in the late

afternoon of the same day. [6]

Oonincx stayed behind at Archerfield to wait fomnengines. They, however, failed to appear;
nor did Oonincx get any instructions as what tovith the wreckage of Van Messel’s plane. On
his request and on Boot’s authority, the chief na@ah of the Boot detachment declared the
LT922 a write-off. After having taken out the undaged engines of the LT922 and having built
them into the LT919 (again with American help), @ax made a test flight on 6 March 1942.
The following day he left with his crew membersiéiion wireless operator Sgt D. Stellema and
flight mechanic Sgt Rijks) and the mechanic of ti®22 for Laverton airfield at Melbourne via
Sydney, where they made a night stopover. The beshbeen directed to Melbourne by Lt
Petrus (Peter) van Buuren, who arrived with a Ltatest Archerfield on 4 March on its way to
Melbourne (see below) where Major Roos (who hadireca liaison officer with the RAAF
Headquarters in the mean time) was to give insoustto the ML personnel in case contact with
Java was broken. Roos kept the two L18s at Lavdadiothe time being as the situation in Java

was considered too uncertain to authorize retught to Bandung. [7]

The Bandung-Australia airlift

After the return of the remaining two aircraft frofncherfield, the L18s of the D.VI.A. made

regular flights to Australia. Together with the KM, the D.VI.A. maintained an airlift between
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Broome and Andir, with some of the KNILM aircralyihg on to Sydney to pick up freight. The
L18s made the trip with a stopover at Malang, wagtbe DC-3s flew the route direct. In the
mean time three L18s (the LT917, the LT918 and.if@25 of the flight of Lt Y. H. Mulder)

had been fitted out with an extra 400-litre fuelktan the cabin and had been completely
furnished for transport of freight by the Technisdbienst (Technical Service-TD) of the ML at
Andir. Anything that could save weight and was stoictly necessary had been stripped from the
cabin, including the parachutist seats along tlessof the fuselage. The planes also received an
armament of two 7.7 mm machine guns in removedadfin windows as some other L18s had
already received during scheduled maintenance.a8k-bp also the LT909 and the LT914 were
fitted out with an extra tank during maintenandeva days later. During a test flight on 27
February over the Bandung plateau the latter plamgever, diverted to Semplak due to an air

raid alert, only to be damaged after all in a Jagarair raid. [8]

Photo 3: Factory photograph of the already spastiginal interior of the L18. The racks for luggaged the
parachutist seats along the fuselage were completeloved by the Technical Service at Andir (Loakthe

photograph, via G.J. Casius).



The extra 400 litres of fuel brought the rangeapihe hours, but the added weight now allowed
only seven passengers including their luggage kKd8drammes in total). Without a (filled)

extra tank and limiting the load to nine passengstis luggage or eleven with only hand
luggage (876 kilogrammes in total), the range cd@dncreased to eight and a half hours. Direct
flights between Bandung and Broome also took wgpnaximum of eight and a half hours, so
the fuel reserve would be minimal. The D.VI.A. disd to keep using Malang as a stopover.
Thus, the long flights from Java to Broome, withgnof the route over sea and with
unpredictable monsoon winds that sometimes couldecaudden head winds or push an aircraft
off course, could be shortened to a maximum of éind a half hours. There was no Air-Sea-
Recue service and the chances of being rescueséaf an emergency landing at sea were
negligible. The KNILM, too, fitted out four of it9C-3s with an extra tank (of 800 litres) and
completely stripped the cabins of these aircrag @K-AFV, the PK-ALO, the PK-ALT and the
PK-ALW) bare, with the exception of one chair. Degiag on the freight on offer, the 800 litre
tanks were fully or partially filled. The ML supplil two 7.7 mm machine guns per aircratft,
which were mounted in removed aft cabin windowxrathe L18s. As was mentioned above,
the KNILM flew the route from Andir to Broome dire¢9]

With its DC-3s and the L14s the KNILM operated costgly under military authority. Captain
Sam de Mul, the Commanding Officer of the D.VI.Ated as CL (Commandant
Luchtstrijdkrachten-- local Air Officer Commandingh behalf of the ML and issued the
operational instructions and other orders to thdlHUNcrews. All the necessary coordination
between the KNILM and the D.VI.A. as well as théuat flight planning, was done by a small
staff of the D.VI.A. led by Captain De Mul. The D&CPK-AFV, the plane Van Messel had used
to fly back and which left again with approximatédy passengers from Andir with destination
Broome on 21 February at around 21:00 hrs, madgithduring the following night in the
opposite direction to once again pick up groundg@enel of the KNILM and members of their
families who had to go to Sydney. The aircraft Bxibome without any cargo, as none had

arrived there yet. [10]

The PK-AFV, which had left again from Andir in tegening of 23 February, arrived at Broome

in the morning of 24 February. On its outward ftitfine aircraft conveyed a few family members



of KNILM personnel, and, several Dutch East-Indiesl servants and allied military and
civilian evacuees. They were all dropped off atd@ne, pending the arrival of Lockheed 14s of
the KNILM which were to fly everyone to Sydney arerth. [11]

In the mean time urgent freight from Dutch shipmow from the United States, or arriving by
rail or with Australian civil aircraft, was off-laked at Sydney. Goods purchased in Australia
were also transferred to Sydney and so were arttilgsmnequipment and ammunition destined
for Java from several Australian and allied depotsties on the east and south coast of
Australia. Personnel of the Dutch consulate at Methe, civil servants who had been flown to
Australia and some businessmen contracted by thehBast-Indies authorities (import
specialists) coordinated this transport. This waes loig puzzle, as the ships manifestos had to be
put next to the order lists of the government depants and private firms in order to filter out

the “urgencies” (mainly specified by the armed &sc Thus, via the airlift the KNIL received,
amongst others, modern American (portable) ani-tams and ammunition to match as well as
a rather large number of Johnson .30-06 light nrecuns and Thompson .45 submachine guns
plus ammunition. Also, urgently needed spare dartaircraft of the RAAF and USAAF in Java

went through the airlift to Bandung. [12]

In the late afternoon of 24 February the PK-AFVhatlte first shipment of urgent cargo left for
Java. The DC-3 flew back directly to Andir. Theg@mhad arrived at Broome from Sydney by
Lockheed 14s and a DC-3 of the KNILM (the PK-ALTdamainly consisted of arms, weapon
parts (such as machinegun barrels), ammunitiorspack parts for aircraft. Apart from the PK-
AFV, the DC-3s PK-ALO and PK-ALW, which had arrivé@dm Sydney after a night stopover
at Charleville, also made the trip to Andir witlsienilar cargo. The latter two DC-3s were the
last to take off from Broome at around 22:00 hrmldime. They arrived at Andir in the

morning of 25 February after a flight of approxiedsteight and a half hours. [13]

The return flight, incidentally, was just as risky the outward flight from Andir to Broome.

After the long stretch over sea up to Tjilatjaptba southern coast of central Java, during which
the radio station of Andir had to be tuned int¢hat half way point for a bearing, the mountain
range that enclosed the Bandung plateau (on whaectd&ng and Andir airfield were located)

had to be negotiated. The mountains were so higfttlle only way to do this was by flying
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through one of the passes. On a clear night theg e&sy enough to find, but when visibility

was poor or in case of clouds, the pilots were sones forced to make a lengthy search for
them on fast-dwindling fuel supplies. The DC-3stom of that, had the added disadvantage that,
unlike the L18s, they were not equipped with agamimpass, which made locating Andir all the

more difficult and sometimes even impossible.

The transport planes that maintained the airliftexenloaded at Andir at the D.VI.A. platform in
the south-western corner of the airfield and thesuélly in the early morning) went to a shelter
base at the Boeabatoeweg (the L18s) on the soutdgmof the city of Bandung. In case this
was fully occupied the L18s went to Tasikmalajdielnl, a large air base to the south-east of
Bandung, while the KNILM used Tjikampek as a shditdd. Tjikampek was the original
shelter field for the L18s, but on 23 FebruaryEh¥l.A. took the Boeabatoeweg shelter field
into use and Tjikampek began to be used for the3B@nd other KNILM aircraft that flew on
Andir. On both shelter fields and also at Tasikn@aihere were excellent possibilities for
camouflaged parking of the aircraft under and anmbegrees, an absolute necessity, as
Japanese aircraft were carrying out regular aglsran airfields in western Java. Also, at the
Boeabatoeweg camouflage nets had been spread dhmtiges and the houses along the
runway and the parked L18s were covered with |&egees. The Boeabatoeweg, incidentally,
was not an easy strip for the L18s. The field hagimally been intended for fighter aircraft, and
the houses and trees were standing rather cldbe tanway (a stretch of road of about 800
metres) and turning around during taxiing was aom@joblem. This had to be done with a
blocked “inner wheel” and giving full throttle. [14

After the KNILM had transported the first loadsaafrgo to Andir, the first two L18s left for
Broome via Malang in the afternoon of 25 Februdhey were the LT918 of the crew of 2Lt
Guus Winckel and the LT917 of the crew of Res 2&tiHan J. A. C. Arens. The latter came
from the KNILM and had been called up for activéydat the D.VI.A. in January 1942 together
with his KNILM colleague Res 2Lt H.C.A. Smits vamigst. The two aircraft arrived at Broome
in the morning of 26 February. On their outwardHlithe L18s took along several civil servants
and some NEI military personnel, who had to go tsthalia for various reasons. Also allied
military personnel from the disbanded allied ABD@aklquarters and its subordinate



headquarters and disbanded allied units were flowkustralia, including two American staff
officers of the disbanded ABDA-AIR headquarterse(ltenants Colovin and Eddy of the

American Far East Air Force). Both L18s took oftiwiheir cargo in the afternoon of 26

February for Malang, where the night was spent,anuded safely at Andir in the morning of 27
February. [15]

Photo 4: Aircraft LT918 photographed at factoryislbl8 was flown by 2Lt W.F.A. Winckel and his crew
members during the period of January 1942-earlychla®42 (collection author).

In the evening of 25 February the three DC-3s atiAfthe PK-AFV, the PK-ALO and the PK-
ALW) flew back to Broome with a number of Australiand American officers from disbanded
allied headquarters plus some military personmehfdisbanded allied units on board and a few
KNILM employees and members of the families of pareel stationed in Australia (the PK-
AFV and the PK-ALW with destination Sydney). Amoting allied officers was the Australian
Major-General Charles E.M. Lloyd, deputy intendgatieral in ABDA Command, but also a
number of subaltern officers, two of whom were Aiven staff officers of the Far East Air
Force USAAF, coming from the disbanded ABDA-AIR Hgaarters, Lieutenants Gray and
Graham. [16] The PK-ALT, which in the mean time ladved at Broome from Sydney in the
afternoon of 24 February, had been unloaded thiéefollowing day the crew flew passengers
who had been stranded at Broome to Perth, andrétemed on 26 February to Broome (see
below). [17]
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Three DC-3s left Broome in the second half of tfieraoon of 26 February for Andir. They
were the PK-AFZ, the PK-ALO and the PK-ALT, all tead with urgent cargo, mostly weapons
and many cases of ammunition. The PK-AFZ came féguiney. The PK-ALT had been re-
loaded again at Broome in the afternoon of 26 FatyrlDue to the bad weather, the PK-AFZ
got far off course and went missing (after the wéurned out that the aircraft had made an
emergency landing in southern Sumatra, after wtiietkcrew had been killed), while the PK-
ALT (ending up at the western tip of western Jansigad of Tjilatjap) landed at Kemajoran
rather than Andir. This latter plane was flown oteAndir in the evening of 27 February. [18]

Furthermore, in the early afternoon of 26 Febrwzary 18, the LT925 of the crew of Lt Mulder,
left from Andir for Broome via Malang. This was tbely ML aircraft to fly to Australia that

day and it took along two staff officers of the NMajor Roos and Captain B. J. Fiedeldij, both
appointed liaison officer with the RAAF Headquasjawith members of the Fiedeldij family and
luggage to Broome, from where they were to contitied journey with Australian civilian
airplanes. As these were not expected for sometday@me, Major Roos and members of his
family (see below), who were the first to leave @re on 1 March, were transported to Sydney
by KNILM L14. With no refueling stopover needed, Mer flew back “empty” and arrived at
Andir in the afternoon of 27 February. His aircnatis needed for a flight with three L18s to
Bangalore in British India the next day (see belam) he was not allowed to wait for cargo.
[19]

Two DC-3s of the KNILM, the PK-ALO and the PK-ALThg latter destined for Sydney) took
off from Andir in the night of 27 and 28 Februaor Broome. Their passengers were partly
personnel of the KNILM and members of their fanglipartly military personnel from
disbanded allied headquarters and units. Among thasmAir Commodore Joseph Eric Hewitt,
the former Director of Plans and Air OperationA&DA Command. In the PK-ALO also

Major Roos’ wife and four children travelled to Broe. [20] The Lodestar LT918 (the crew of
Winckel) followed in the afternoon of 28 Februafis aircratft first flew to Malang, as usual,
and arrived at Broome in the morning of 1 Marche T/C-3 PK-ALO took off from Broome for
the return flight to Andir in the evening of 28 Feary loaded with cargo; the LT918 followed a
day later and arrived at Andir shortly after midwtigf 1 and 2 March. [21]
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The evacuation of the D.VI.A. and the KNILM to Arsdta

On the evening of 1 March 1942 the L18s of the DAVvere transferred to Perth at a moment’s
notice in connection with Japanese landings in, Javengst others, at Eretan Wetan on the
northern coast to the north-east of Bandung. Dukdaapid Japanese advance and an
unsuccessful attempt by the KNIL to quickly recapttihe large Kalidjati airfield (close to

Eretan Wetan and occupied by Japanese troops ardh)Mthe Lodestar aircraft had to be
brought to safety. The evacuation of these airtradjan around midnight of 1 and 2 March.
During the departure of the four L18s that werketive, 2Lt Winckel landed with his cargo from
Broome. Winckel had made a direct flight Broome-#ithis time as Malang had been bombed
by the Japanese. Captain De Mul was ordered tblesta new base at Perth and to continue the
D.VILA. part of the airlift to Bandung from therBroome was too small, almost completely
devoid of any facilities, and, on top of that, wéth insufficient supply of aircraft fuel to station
the squadron there. Port Hedland (marginally cles&andung, but with even fewer facilities

than Broome) was to function as operations basetoésroome. [22]

The four Lodestars (the LT907, the LT921, the LT@R8 the LT924, all without extra fuel tank
but armed with two 7,7mm machineguns) that tookrofifn Andir that night transported,
amongst others, gold, money and stocks and si2aesof the Netherlands East-Indies gold and
foreign currency stock was brought to safety. Rerrest, the cargo consisted of some ground
equipment and tools and a considerable numbersf agengine lubricant. There were also a
number of passengers who had been assigned tioflyg aarlier. They had already been
assigned as, according to existing emergency pignhivo of the four L18s were to have left for
Broome with the gold and the foreign currency anyweathe night of 1 and 2 March, together
with two civil servants (affiliated with the foreigntelligence service of the Netherlands East-
Indies Government) who were taking along a radiagmitter, and Colonel J.A. Verkuyl, head
of Section VII (the Intelligence department) of KRIL General Staff. Verkuyl was a
cryptologist who had broken Japanese codes andbklwontinue his work in Washington
after a short stay in Australia. A few more passesgML service personnel transferred to

Australia who happened to be available, had bederdath the evening. This time the journey
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went directly to Broome, a flight of approximatedight to eight and a half hours. All aircraft
arrived safely at Broome and from there three weantio Perth, while one Lodestar left in the
morning of the next day (20 minutes before a Jag@maé raid, see below) for a trip to Sydney
and Melbourne via Cloncurry and Archerfield, wittetthree intelligence officials and a few

other passengers. [23]

The three aircraft to go to Perth were flown byJIR. Welter (the LT923), SM J.E. de Jongh (the
LT907) and 2Lt J.C. Veenstra (the LT924). Corpdre. Leydelmeijer (one of the dispatchers
of the D.VI.A. at Andir) and several ML service pennel destined for the evacuated
Vliegschool-Flight School of the ML, by now re-dslished at Adelaide came along in the
evacuation. On 1 March the permission came toalsguate the wives and children of the
married pilots and crew members; the reason fentlais that the D.VI.A. had been officially
transferred to Perth (as a major part of the KNIhddl been to Sydney), leaving a small
detachment at Andir and Boeabatoeweg. The permigsime at a very late hour, however, and
consequently only very few family members couldddeen along. These included the wife of
Sub Lt Oonincx, who was still at Archerfield an@ thife and four year old son of SM De

Jongh. In the afternoon of 2 March the three aftt¢oago to Perth arrived at their destination.

Apart from Colonel Verkuyl, Lt Van Buuren (flyingpé LT921) took to Melbourne Mr. C. J.
Warners, M.Sc., a senior department head of the BiElgovernment Postal, Telephone and
Telegraph service, and Mr. J. Jansen, M.Sc., ddpeay of the radio-technological research
department of the PTT. The civil servants werertgkilong to Australia three large metal cases
containing a radio transmitter built by the PTTtemded to maintain radio communications from
Australia with a secret intelligence organizatiorcase Java was occupied. Also the wife and
child of SM De Jongh, the wife of Sub Lt Oonincxdahe wife of an unknown D.VI.A. crew
member came along with destination Brisbane. Th@21Tstayed at Cloncurry in the night of 3
and 4 March, from where Mrs. De Jongh and her sahtb travel to Brisbane by train as a
crashed American fighter pilot 2Lt Robert Oestrerchad to be taken along. Military personnel
had priority over civilian evacuees according te turrent allied rules. The LT921 had guided
the Curtiss P-40 pilot from Daly Waters to Clongunhere a refueling stop had to be made. The
tired Oestreicher had not noticed that the LT924 mat yet taxied off the runway and landed
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almost on top of it. He could prevent this by mliup but, as a consequence of not “going
around”, landed too far on the runway and rantcdt the end, crashing through the airfield
fence and ruining his airplane. He arrived at laistioshation Archerfield on 4 March but as a

passenger on the Lodestar. The LT921finally arriveldielbourne on 6 March after night

stopovers in Brisbane (Archerfield) and Sydney] [24

Photo 5: Lieutenant Robert Oestreicher on his €s1i-40E at Darwin in February 1942 (Gordon Birkett
RAAFWA collection).

Six KNILM aircraft (two Douglas DC-2s, three DouglBC-5s, and one Lockheed 14) already
evacuated in the afternoon of 1 March on ordeth®military authorities. The aircraft first flew
from Andir to Malang where, on arrival, their crefesind out that the runway lighting was
unavailable due to the earlier Japanese air rdid.dlity officer saved the day by lining up cars
with burning headlights and all airplanes landdelgaThe crews took off again during the very
early hours of 2 March 1942, with Sydney as a faesdtination. Apart from KNILM personnel
and their wives and children, ten ML pilots dedtinne supplement the Boot Detachment at
Archerfield, were on board the several KNILM plangkse departure of this ML personnel did
not go without its problems as the KNILM originallytended to give prevalence to family

members of its own personnel. ML Command, howessued a priority movement order and
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the ML servicemen were instructed to carry a loguistbl and to enforce transport if necessary.
Four other pilots and ten mechanics destined fohérfield left on 1 March on boaMS

Zaandamfrom the port of Tjilatjap. [25]

As was mentioned above, the Lodestar LT918 of tee of 2Lt Winckel and also one DC-3

(the PK-AFV coming from Sydney) arrived at Banddram Australia with cargo in the night of
1 and 2 March. Besides making landings on sevecations in western Java, the Japanese had
also landed on the northern coast of eastern bavaight before. For that reason (even though
Malang was not yet under direct threat), all thghtis of the D.VI.A. after 1 March went direct
from Broome to Andir (and on a few occasions froontPHedland to Andir) for reasons of safety
or vice versa. [26] After the night of 1 and 2 Matbe L18s departed from the Boeabatoeweg
and landed at Andir, while the DC-3s kept making asAndir for departure and arrival. The
KNILM airplanes were dispersed at Andir during tteey, however, as Tjikampek had been

evacuated on 1 March due to Japanese advances grotimd. [27]

Apart from Winckel's aircraft, there were threether L18s in Java (the LT908, the LT914 and
the LT916) after the evacuation. One aircraft wasralir for planned maintenance, a second
returned from Samarinda Il in eastern Borneo t@davthe morning of 1 March and was only
flown back, probably from Pameungpeuk or Tasiknagly the Boeabatoeweg on the morning
of 2 March, and the third L18 (LT914) was at Anidir repairs of the damage it had incurred
during the Japanese air raid on Semplak on 27 Bep@942, mentioned above. Furthermore,
three L18s (the LT909, the LT917 and the LT925)enan their way back from Bangalore in
British India after the transport of the ML crewhahad gone there to pick up new North
American B-25C Mitchell bombers. A number of pilaisd crew members volunteered to stay
behind in Java or had been assigned to the LockhE2@8/L212 light transport aircraft that
were now exclusively employed in Java. Among thiemeers who stayed behind were Lt
Corsmit, who became the Commanding Officer of thélA. detachment at Andir and the
Boeabatoeweg, and 2Lt Jaap C. Renaud and his cesmbars, who were to fly the LT914 over
after it had been repaired. [28]

The airlift continued after the Japanese invasiany on the outward flight for the evacuation of

the remaining aircraft and the personnel that weexled in Australia. In the night of 2 and 3
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March 1942 a total of four transport aircraft tamfk The first to leave around midnight was the
LT918 (flown by the crew of 2Lt Winckel), who toa#f from the Boeabatoeweg, followed at
00:30 hrs by the DC-3 PK-ALO from Andir. A secon@£3 (the PK-AFV) took to the air from
Andir at around 01:15 hrs. The LT916 (the crew aib &t P. J. F. Kranenburg) was to leave
from the Boeabatoeweg at around 01:30 hrs, bubleowith the starboard engine caused it to
take off twenty minutes late. It was to prove thenp’s rescue (see below). The LT916 had
become available at the last possible moment, wgoch a number of passengers had been
relocated over the transport planes and some naatdéen added. The L18s flew direct to
Broome with Perth for their final destination. Tihpassengers included the wives and children
of some D.VI.A. members already in Australia andhaf two crews, as well as the wives of
Captain De Mul and 2Lt Renaud. [29]

The aircraft of the crew of Winckel (2Lt Winckelight mechanic Sgt C. C. van Tuijn and
aviation wireless operator Sgt W.B. Maks) transpibds many as fifteen passengers, among
whom there were seven ML servicemen, Res Capt@adges van Hasselt, LL.M. (ML
Command), a technical officer, three mechanicsh(déstination Archerfield) and two student
pilots of the ML Flight School in Adelaide, five wes and three children of D.VI.A. personnel.
The aircraft of the Kranenburg crew (Sub Lt Kranamf) flight mechanic Sgt P. Borgmeijer and
aviation wireless operator Sgt J. J. L. M. Jansbkad)sixteen passengers on board. They were
two British women with two small children, threewes and four children of D.VI.A. personnel,
four economic and monetary experts sent out bjNgtberlands East-Indies authorities and an
American engineering officer of the USAAF. The pagsers in the LT918 (with the extra tank
unfilled as it was overloaded but with a few cah8@octane fuel aboard for emergencies) and
the LT916 had to leave all their bags and casembgebxcept for some small hand luggage, as,

after all, there were too many of them. [30]

Also the LT916, which had not been fitted out watihextra fuel tank and was also overloaded,
flew direct to Broome and, although Kranenburg hader flown the route to Australia before, it
arrived spot on at the bay in front of Broome. Afending, the tanks still contained fuel for only
about five minutes’ flight. Kranenburg had beenegivnstructions by Winckel and used a map
of Australia from a pocket atlas and a sketch efrthute from Broome via Geraldton to Perth.
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Although one of the L14s of the KNILM shuttled todafro between Broome and Perth to
convey passengers (the other Lockheed 14s of tHeMNransported cargo between Sydney
and Broome and passengers from Broome to Sydnesf) ahthe passengers were to go to Perth
on the L18s, as the numbers of passengers whoteraporarily stranded at Broome had
become too great. As was mentioned above, durisgitght also the DC-3s PK-ALO and PK-
AFV flew from Andir to Broome, while the PK-ALW flg back from Port Hedland to Andir

with cargo. It was to be the last shipment of camgoeach Bandung. However, the L18s and
DC-3s had already shipped a total of almost tes trcargo to Andir. [31]

The PK-ALO had on board four members of the Ne#melt East-Indies Government, who were
to participate in a government committee to baupat Melbourne, and three senior civil
servants, including Mr. A. H. J. Lovink, the heddle Netherlands East-Indies foreign
intelligence service, the Dienst der Oost-Aziates@laken — East-Asiatic Affairs Service. The
latter posed as a courier of the government amiedarith him a stack of top-secret intelligence
documents. Incidentally, the DC-3s also transpdrgdage, including government files, and, in
the case of the PK-AFV, a small package contaidiagionds belonging to a bank. Apart from
the wife and child of Sgt Van Tuijn, Winckel’s faggmechanic, the PK-AFV transported a
trainee flight engineer of the KNILM and five MLrs#&ce personnel. The latter were three
student pilots, destined for the Flight School dekide, and two pilots, destined for the Boot
detachment at Archerfield. They took along thegdage, personal equipment, weapon and
parachute. [32]

The number of passengers per DC-3 was relativell s the captains (still very much aware

of their colleagues having gone missing over sautlseimatra) wanted to leave with fully

topped up auxiliary fuel tank, if at all possibkes already mentioned, unlike the L18s, the DC-3s
were not fitted out with a radio compass, which enddtermining the position with respect to an
airfield such as Broome generally more time-consgmit might also result in a considerable
increase of the flight time, especially in bad vixeat On top of that, the military passengers and
the senior civil servants had brought along afdtggage. The two captains therefore refused to
take more than seven passengers per plane asstweydearned of the second L18 that had

become available. This triggered a redistributibpassengers originally allocated to the two
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DC-3s, and led to the four experts sent out bygtheernment and the two British women and

their children, travelling in Kranenburg'’s plang3]

The aircraft that had flown to Broome arrived thigréhe middle of a Japanese air raid carried
out by Navy O fighter aircraft coming from Timorh& PK-ALO had just landed and the LT918
was waiting to be refueled when the attack begaith Blanes were lost, just like all Australian
and American aircraft on the airfield. During thtaek 2Lt Winckel succeeded in hitting one of
the Navy O fighter aircraft with a 7.7 mm machinadrom his L18, upon which the fighter

pilot immediately broke off his attack and left theene. The PK-AFV on its way to Broome was
shot down by the Navy Os that were returning froeirtattack and made an emergency landing
on the beach at Carnot Bay. Flight engineer J. Blslauw and three passengers, Ensign D.A.
Hendriksz (student pilot) and Mrs. M. van Tuijn drne one-year old baby were severely
wounded in the Japanese attacks and died shaoiyafrds. Captain Ilvan Smirnoff and ML

pilot Sgt L.H. van der Burg were wounded. Only Ei®16 was lucky, the crew landing with
almost empty tanks shortly after the attack ambegdebris of exploded aircraft. [34]

Photo 6: Wreckage of the Douglas DC-3 PK-ALO at@ne (Gordon Birkett, RAAFWA collection).
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After the LT916 had been refueled, Kranenburg flesvpassengers over to Port Hedland, where
they went to prepare the reception of the wounaebpassengers from the aircraft that had been
hit at Broome, and immediately returned to Broo8whsequently, the LT916 was employed to
transfer the wounded to Port Hedland, among them Americans and Australians from hit
aircraft as well as Marine Luchtvaartdienst (Dutelval air service, MLD) personnel and
members of their families who had arrived withfigiboats at the Broome roadstead shortly
before the air raid. [35] Also Lockheed 14 PK-AFQlee KNILM, which had come from Perth

to pick up passengers, landed shortly after theagrand began shuttling to and fro Port
Hedland. A second L14 (PK-AFM) arrived from Sydn&ie DC-3 PK-ALT which arrived

from Sydney in the afternoon of 3 March was immgjeoffloaded and also employed in the
evacuation of wounded and passengers in shockdestnoyed aircraft. [36] Gradually, more
aircraft arrived to offer help, among them the ékd8s of the D.VI.A. from Perth. Only the
Lockheed 14 PK-AFM of the KNILM left again in théernoon of 3 March for Sydney with the

seven Government members and senior civil seryemtsthe destroyed PK-ALO. [37]

The other ML and KNILM crews employed spent thehtigith their evacuated passengers at
Port Hedland and the following day partly resuntegrtevacuation of the stranded passengers
and crew members of the destroyed aircraft at Beodrhe PK-ALT, however, took a full load
of evacuees from other planes to Perth, while tied_-T916 went there with its passengers in
the course of the morning. Guus Winckel flew Lode&fT924 (2Lt Veenstra’s plane) with
evacuees from Port Hedland to Perth on 4 Marcktiom to Port Hedland the next day for
another such flight to Perth. Veenstra and Lt Wettee deputy CO of the D.VI.A.) came along
as passengers on 4 March to coordinate the evaoustort at Perth (where they had to find
food and organize accommodation for dozens of geaptl arrange for some help from the
RAAF to keep the L18s in the air), while Captain Bel who arrived at Port Hedland on 4
March (see below) did the same in Port Hedlandammizing, amongst others, shuttle flights with
the available L18s and the KNILM L14 between Pogtland and Broome. The Dutch officers
had to arrange things largely by themselves ag tivas no real effort from the side of the
Australian armed forces to coordinate. [38]
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The DC-3 PK-ALT was to have flown to Andir in theeming of 3 March, but, in fact, it was in
Perth on 4 March. It flew to Port Hedland and becRerth with a full load of evacuees the next
day. In the evening of 5 March Captain De Mul, viaal just arrived from Port Hedland, finally
gave the order to the crew to carry out the flighBandung and back to Australia. This flight
was now planned for 6 and 7 March, but this wasmbe. The cargo had to be picked up at
Broome before flying to Bandung via Port Hedlanat, temained at Broome. In the evening of 5
March also 2Lt Winckel received orders to fly torBang with the LT924 on 6 March. The

cargo flights were already cancelled the next nmgris the situation in Java was considered too
tenuous, but Winckel, nevertheless, was sent tal@amto pick up some high-ranking RAF

evacuees (see below). [39]

In the mean time, Lodestar LT916 had gone missmgsoflight to Perth on 4 March. The route
to Perth was completely unknown to the crew of lerdsurg, and, having lost their way after
having already gone beyond Geraldton, they weretbto make an emergency landing near the
small town of Mingenew due to a shortage of fuéle plane had not been fully topped off at
Port Hedland as fuel was scarce there. The emeydanding went without any problems,
although one of the engines quit during the apgro@ibe passengers continued to Perth by train
and several Australian army officers arranged dlsjoantity of fuel, which allowed the LT916

to fly to Geraldton to be refueled the next dayb&quently, the crew of Kranenburg flew back
to Port Hedland in the afternoon of 6 March to helpcuate the stranded passengers there and
flew a number of them to Perth on 7 March. Amorgypassengers there were evacuees from a
Boeing B-17 evacuation flight organized by the N below). [40]

In the night of 3 and 4 March 1942 and on the feifgy night three further L18s flew to
Australia, this time to Port Hedland with a fin@stination of Perth. The first to go was the
Lodestar LT925 of the crew of Lt Mulder (aviatiofireless operator Sgt Van Doorn and flight
mechanic Sgt M. Drost), which had just returneédnalir from Bangalore at 05:00 hours in the
morning of 3 March. The plane was ferried to the&8watoeweg and took off again at 23:30 hrs.
The aircraft of the Renaud crew (the LT914, as L3 f2ed out with an extra fuel tank) and the
aircraft of the crew of SM W.A. Rademaker (the L83Githout an extra tank) followed in the
night of 4 and 5 March, both departing from Boeabateg. The latter two L18s were piloted by
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crews that had never before flown the route to Alistand despite the instructions from Lt
Corsmit they both made emergency landings. Eatheof18s transported seven passengers, not
counting children, most of whom were ML servicemeEhey were ML officers who had been
transferred to Australia and members of their faagiinsofar as they were married, apart from

one American civilian.

Lt Mulder carried seven passengers and two childrehflew out Lieutenant-colonel J.J. Zomer
(ML Command), two technical officers and CaptainN\d&l and Res 2Lt Smits van Burgst of the
D.VILA. 2Lt Renaud had Lieutenant-colonel C. GiefdL Command) on board, Captain Frits J.
W. den Ouden (RMWOA4-- Knight of the Military WillesrOrder 4 class, a Glenn Martin
bomber pilot), Captain Reinier E. Jessurun (a GMartin bomber observer-bombardier,
recently transferred to ML Command) and a mediffater of the ML. In the aircraft of SM
Rademaker Captain A. A. M. van Rest (RMWO4, a gglmilot), Ensign Jaap C. Meeuwenoord
of the D.VIL.A. (who had flown impressed civilianrgianes and was employed as'aglot on
L18s), a technical officer and an observer-bomleandeere evacuated. Also on board was an
American civilian, the director of the General M&@lant in Java. [41]

The Mulder crew made it into Port Hedland withooy @roblems and landed at about 08:00 hrs
local time. They were almost immediately employedtte shuttle to Broome to pick up
evacuees. Res 2Lt Smits van Burgst took over &irci®23 (replacing Lt Welter in its crew)
and was sent to Broome as well. Both Lodestars rmaderal shuttle flights before flying full
loads of passengers from Port Hedland to Perthdarafternoon of 5 March, Captain De Mul
coming along on the LT925. The planned destinatajriee LT925 had been Adelaide and
Melbourne. LT914 had been planned to load carg@r@me and fly it back to Bandung via
Port Hedland on 5 March, to return to Port Hedlaatth evacuees the next day, together with
one other (unknown) Lodestar. Aircraft LT925 arsddatew were held at Perth for the time being,
however, and they would not be flying again untM8rch for a trip to Geraldton. The crew was
genuinely exhausted, having received very littkt since the take off for the long flight from

Bandung to Bangalore on 28 February. [42]
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Photo 7: Lodestar LT923 at RAAF Station Pearce aré¥t 1942 (Gordon Birkett, RAAFWA collection).

Not having been able to find their bearings with lielp of the radio compass during their
approach of Australia, the crews of Renaud and Ra#ler both ended up on a barren stretch of
coast land without a trace of habitation. Fittetwith the extra fuel tank, the aircraft of the
Renaud crew had somewhat more fuel, and althodgWw aans of fuel that had been taken along
were poured into the extra tank by the passengemsgliflight, it proved to be too little.
Rademaker (gambling that he was to the east ofHRmttand) opted for a westerly course on
reaching the coast, but afterwards appeared to dggw®ached the coast to the west of Port
Hedland. He landed without fuel in a remote arethéonorth of Onslow. His passengers reached
Port Hedland by RAAF Hudson bomber on 6 March ded fo Perth on Lodestar LT907 (crew
De Jongh) and an RAAF Hudson that same day. Afteressmall repairs and with fuel flown in
by another Hudson bomber, the LT908 reached Pailard in the afternoon of 7 March.
Carrying the final group of Dutch evacuees stilPatt Hedland, Rademaker flew his Lodestar to

Perth on the next day.

As it appeared afterwards, 2Lt Renaud, aviatiorlgs operator Sgt V. N. Jansen and flight
mechanic Sgt J. T. C. Rombouts (assuming they west of Port Hedland) had in fact ended up

north-east of Port Hedland with their passengehns. drew flew along the coast in north-easterly
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direction until they recognizegighty mile beacka desolate stretch of beach between Port
Hedland and Broome) on the map and realized theg weading the wrong way. Incidentally,
the map used came from a pocket atlas with a ¢dlg10,000,000, which all D.VI.A. and
KNILM pilots used. With only little fuel in the tds left, they turned around. The L18 ended up
at a small air strip near a sheep farm at Walla0, Blometres east of Port Hedland. The
following day Renaud siphoned the remaining fued @ornier flying boat of the MLD (the X-
24) stranded at Wallal the day before, and inwWaat managed to reach Port Hedland. He had
also some of the Dornier passengers on boardjsapléme had picked up passengers from
Dornier X-36 already, which had been lost on almgaeef. He then flew fuel for the flying boat
from Port Hedland to Wallal, picked up his own maggers again at Port Hedland and finally
flew to Perth taking along some of the evacueas fitte X-24. Renaud was suffering from the
after effects of the German measles, however, a@hdlfon reaching Geraldton. He succeeded in

reaching Perth on 7 March, nevertheless. [43]

Apart from two L18 aircraft (the LT909 and the LTADboth returned from Bangalore on 3
March) kept at Java together with a KNILM DC-3 (#k-ALW) for a final evacuation of senior
Government officials and service personnel, theeagon of the Lodestars was complete on 5
March 1942. Only some family members of D.VI.A. simmnel already in Australia (including
the crews of the Lodestars that had left in théthad 3 and 4 March and the following night)
and a few family members of the crews of the abhoestioned two L18s still had to be
evacuated. They would, for the most part, makeripen an American B-17E bomber (the 41-
2460). This plane, although written off by the USRAAfter having incurred heavy damage in a
Japanese air raid on Andir on 19 February 1942 blead repaired after all from around 26
February by the Technical Service of the ML. On &rdh 1942 the Technical Service received
the order to prepare the B-17 as soon as possibfeght in order to transport evacuees to
Australia. The D.VI.A. pilot Gerald L. (Lee) Cherysin (the only one of a group of four
American civilian contract L18 pilots to have rereghhis contract with the ML after the
outbreak of the war) and the Technical Servicepist Sub Lt Sibolt J. Kok (who during the
war days had often stood in as Lodestar pilot)etiogr with the American flight mechanic Tech
Sgt Henry Hayes, flew the plane to Port Hedlanthexmorning of 5 March. At 04:10 hrs they
took off with 23 passengers on board, among thememaining family members of the D.VI.A.
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personnel (apart from two, see below), some famiynbers of other ML personnel already in
Australia, the wife and two children of Kok and @maisin’s wife, two ML officers (Res Capt
Anton Schoolwerth and Res Lt Arie J. A. Geurtzpfer liaison officers with USAAF units in

Java, the former with his wife and child) and th#emerican servicemen.

During the take-off Kok illuminated the instrumgognel with a flashlight as the lighting in the
plane did not work. The landing gear had to beaoted manually and also the bomb bay doors
slowly opened during flight and had to be closedr@than once) manually, too. The electric
instruments did not function and one previouslaisgd engine, which was trembling heavily,
had to be switched off as they were underway. &hdihg of the B-17 went without problems at
Port Hedland, but no flaps could be used (theyndidfunction, either), and the crew continued
their journey to Perth the following day. Most parsgers were left behind at Port Hedland, and
they were to be picked up by a Lockheed 14 of theLIKA or to travel to Perth by L18 of the
D.VILA. Only Kok, Cherymisin, Hayes and the thremérican servicemen went on. On their
way to Perth, however, the pilots (with no fligh&ap except for a map torn out of a school atlas)
lost their bearings and the B-17 ran out of fuel &asd not been refueled at Port Hedland
because there had been no 100 octane fuel avaitask On 6 March 1942 Cherymisin made a
successful emergency landing in a field near Geyaldvhere Kok telephoned the D.VI.A. at
Perth for help. L18s flew the crew and passengers Geraldton and Port Hedland to Perth on
6 and 7 March. The B-17 was returned to the USAABaround 8 March. On 13 March an

American captain arrived at Geraldton with a repesw. [44]

Final evacuation

The PK-ALW took off on 7 March at around 01:00 hkfter its arrival from Australia, this

plane had been kept on stand-by at the Boeabatognegthe early hours of 3 March. The crew
consisted of Captain E. Dunlop, flight enginedd JW. Belie and aviation wireless operator K.
W. F. Groothoff. On board were Lieutenant-Gover@aneral Dr. Van Mook, the former
governor of eastern Java C. O. van der Plas @#ili with the foreign intelligence service of the
Government), a journalist accompanied by his wafgroup of KNILM personnel, consisting of
two flight engineers and one ground engineer wishalife, and the wives of the pilot and the
flight mechanic of the Lodestar LT909. The wives &hildren of the KNILM and ML

24



personnel that came along on this day evacuatddspécial permission from the acting ML
Commander, Colonel E.T. Kengen. The evacuating sarvants, however, did not have
permission to evacuate the members of their famili@ée DC-3 took off with only ten
passengers on board, two places (on the cabin flenraining unoccupied as one KNILM
employee failed to show up and could not be traopdn which his wife also left the plane.
[45]

The departure of the DC-3 and the two L18s whidhheen held on stand-by at the
Boeabatoeweg was originally to have taken placayaedrlier, but Van Mook stalled his
departure and on leaving even asked the Governoei@kfor a written order to leave, which he
got. In the end the take off of the PK-ALW on 7 lamwas also somewhat delayed as it proved
difficult to move the DC-3 (bigger and heavier tlEanL18) from its shelter position to the
runway. [46]

At 02:05 hrs the LT909 of the Jansen crew (Lt Jdapsen, flight mechanic Sgt T. Inkenhaag
and aviation wireless operator Sgt F. C. Weber tfdwith seven passengers and so did at
02:30 hrs the LT917 of the Arens crew (Res 2Lt HarrArens, flight mechanic SM P. J. Bouten
and aviation wireless operator Sgt J. A. van Zgnaéso with seven passengers, among whom
Major-General L. H. van Oyen, former Commanding-&ahof the disbanded allied Java Air
Command, and his adjutant Res Lt H. Creutzberd. [47

The passengers of the Jansen crew were thre@8ftedrs of the Algemeen Hoofdkwartier
(General Headquarters —AHK) of the Commanding-GaréNIL, along with four student

pilots. One or two civil servants who had origigddeen assigned to Jansen were relocated to a
third L18, which had become available after 2Lt ¥el had landed (see below). In the other
L18 were (apart from Van Oyen and Creutzberg) tsta# officers of the AHK, the ML
(Lieutenant-Colonel Prof. Dr. G. Otten, M.Sc., thead of the Technical Service of the ML) and
the Royal Netherlands Navy, a flight surgeon (CaptaR. Best, transferred to the ML Flight
School at Parafield) and a general duty officert @Lvan Rijn, destined to become lieutenant-
adjutant of Captain Boot at Archerfield). One optather civil servants from this aircraft were

also relocated to Winckel's plane. [48]
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The transport aircraft, all fitted out with an extuel tank in the cabin, took eight (the DC-3) to
eight and a quarter/ eight and a half hours (th&s).10 complete the journey. After having
refueled at Port Hedland, they immediately flewt@iPerth, a flight of another four to four and a
half hours. At Port Hedland each plane took alofgnaadditional passengers, all evacuees of

earlier flights, including flights to Australia liie Dutch naval air service.

2Lt Winckel was to make a last flight from Port Heattl to the Boeabatoeweg to pick up three
senior officers of the RAF. He left Perth in thermiag of 6 March. At Perth Winckel was the
only pilot with experience on the route to Bandawgilable and considered still (reasonably) fit
for flying, although he had a wounded forearm. $arg Maks flew along as his regular aviation
wireless operator, while Sgt Borgmeijer (of the i@aburg crew) stood in as flight mechanic for
his colleague Van Tuijn. The LT924, a plane withantextra tank, was used for the flight which
made it possible to carry some extra passengeesLT8 arrived safely at Bandung around
midnight of 6 and 7 March after a journey of arodimarteen hours (including a short stopover at
Port Hedland). Apart from the RAF officers (theppeaared to be only two as Air Vice-Marshal
P. C. Maltby did not show up), Guus Winckel wasgrssd some civil servants and RAF fighter
pilots as passengers. [49]
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Photo 8: Lodestar LT924 flown by 2Lt Guus Winckbbpographed at Port Hedland on 6 or 7 March 1942.(G

Casius collection).

26



The assignment of passengers over the (now) faosport planes, however, was adjusted. The
LT924 was the last transport plane to leave theaBatoeweg on 7 March at 03:00 hrs, with as
passengers seven civil servants, the ML officeis Rédarry H. J. Simons (a fighter pilot) and
Glenn Martin observer-bombardier Lt Klaas Akkernfaath unmarried and approached shortly
before midnight if they would volunteer to comeradd, four fighter pilots of 242 Squadron RAF
and Squadron Leader R. E. P. Brooker of the RAEyTad to leave behind almost all their
luggage and also passenger Wing Commander H. liMagf the RAF, who had disembarked
to go looking for Maltby and who had not made itk#o the plane at the take off time. One of
the four RAF pilots had not been on the passengfout the crew took him along anyway. The
L18 landed safely at Port Hedland at around 11r$§MJT —Central Java Time, 11:45 hrs local
time). After his crew members had refueled the @|aflinckel, too, flew immediately on to
Perth. [50]

After the capitulation

After the capitulation of the KNIL on 8 March (etfieve the next day) the L18s remained at
Perth, operating out of RAAF Station Pearce andgiie nearby civilian Maylands aerodrome
for parking aircraft. The Lodestars shuttled to &nadoetween Perth and Adelaide (with
stopovers at Kalgoorlie and Forrest) to evacuassgragers. From Adelaide DC-5s of the
KNILM flew on Melbourne. [51] Thus, on 9 March SVaBemaker flew ten ML student fighter
pilots, who had arrived by ship at Perth, to Kaldiecand the following day on to Adelaide. Lt
Jansen, Lt Mulder, Res 2Lt Arens and 2Lt Winckab, ton the same days took their passengers
with some additions to Adelaide via Kalgoorlie. $oung ML pilots, who had followed a
training course for L pilot on the Lockheed L212 at Kalidjati and whaltarived by ship at
Perth, joined the trainee fighter pilots on theaywo the Flight School of the ML at Adelaide.
On 12 March several Lodestars again took off frarthPto transport ML personnel arrived by
ship and civilian evacuees to Adelaide. The creBus Lt Kranenburg flew Major-General Van
Oyen and a few staff officers via Mascot to Laverfdlelbourne) and the next day to Parafield
(Adelaide). The general informed the ML personmel the students of the ML Flight School of
the capitulation of the KNIL and the allied troapslava. In the period of 14 to 16 March most
of the Lodestars at Perth made one more flightdel&de and back to Perth. The three KNILM

27



aircraft in Western Australia left for Sydney onatyout 8 March, also taking along some
military evacuees to Adelaide and Melbourne. TheDRK-ALW left for Adelaide with
evacuees on 8 March with destination Sydney as tvallat Adelaide it was directed back to
Perth for another flight with military and civilisgvacuees to Adelaide. It was the final KNILM

airplane to reach Sydney on 14 March. [52]

On 17 March 1942 the remaining eleven L18s were othe USAAF. The planes were
transferred in the period between 18 and 21 Maget2 1o a Depot Group of the USAAF at
Essendon (Melbourne). The LT919 and the LT921 enrged from Laverton to Essendon to be

transferred to the Americans as well, the LT9198mMarch by Lt Jansen and flight mechanic

Sgt J. A. Rijks. The D.VI.A. personnel in Austrateceived some well deserved leave and were
then transferred to the ML Flight School at Adetaad 18 Squadron NEI at Canberra, the ML B-
25C Mitchell unit formed on 4 April 1942. [53]

Photo 9: Former LT909 of the D.VI.A. when servinghithe USAAF in Australia in 1944 (Gordon Birkett,
RAAFWA collection).

The Lodestars had played an extremely importaetdaling the war period and had been used
exceptionally intensively. As a result the crewsdman enormous number of flying hours and
the pilots and aviation wireless operators who leeh assigned from December 1941 up to and
including March 1942 flew between 350 and 450 hautkis period, including a limited

number of hours on Lockheed L12A/L212 aircraftghtimechanics flew a little less in the same
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period, as for flights over Java a number of meisastood in as reserve crew members. Up to
and including 3 March 1942 the transport planethefD.VI.A. and the DC-3s of the KNILM

had transported almost ten tons of cargo to Bandndgrom the night of 2 and 3 March 1942
onwards a total of about 135 persons had been atextto Australia by the L18s, the B-17
bomber and the DC-3s of the KNILM. [54]
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